
YOUR HOLY CROSS GUIDE
Welcome to Holy Cross Church! We are a Catholic parish located in DeWitt, 
New York since 1943. We are a community from many backgrounds but come 
together as brothers and sisters to be nourished by God, receive His grace, 
care for one another, learn from each other, and serve our neighbors near 
and far. Holy Cross is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse. We 
invite you to learn more about our faith tradition, connect with our community, 
and find opportunities to serve and share the Good News. God bless! 



Our Story
Our History
The parish began as a mission of Our Lady of Solace, 
in 1943. The mission was founded by then pastor of the 
parish, Monsignor Edward P. Buttimer. A small house at 
4112 East Genesee Street was purchased on October 
30, 1942. It became home to the mission church and 
catechetical center. The first Mass was said on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 13, 1943.

In May 1944, the property between the house and St. 
Mary’s Cemetery was purchased from Dr. G. Leslie and 
Miss H. Leslie with the intention of building a church on the 
site. Because of the scarcity of building materials during 
World War II, ground was not broken until September 11, 1949, and the church was dedicated on April 23, 1950. 
In November of that year, Reverend Joseph I. Ritchie was named as the first pastor, which he held until his death on 
March 18, 1964.

As DeWitt and the surrounding area developed and grew over the 
years, so too did the community at Holy Cross. Due to the generosity 
of this community, Holy Cross saw the expansion and addition of land, 
buildings, and staff. Construction of a rectory was finished in March of 
1951. A convent was added in 1957. And Holy Cross School opened 
its doors to students in September of 1958.

Our Church Home
Because of continued growth in 
the area, a new church building 

was needed to accommodate the people and activities of Holy Cross. In 2002, 
then pastor of the parish, Msgr. J. Robert Yeazel and the Parish Council voted 
unanimously to build a new church. On September 14, 2006, that church was 

dedicated on the Feast of the Holy Cross.

Today
Today, Holy Cross continues its tradition of being a caring community devoted to the 
needs of our families, neighbors, and society. We value our faith and the food God gives 
us for the journey. We are committed to our families and youth, to providing a safe environment to form their faith. We 
build our lives in the image of Christ through worship and prayer. We serve and accompany our neighbors in need and  
those on the margins. We share our faith with others to spread the Gospel. To be faithful stewards of Holy Cross, we 
are accountable to God for responsibly sharing our time, talents and treasures. We work as a parish to establish and 
implement our goals and objectives, mindful of our diverse community and ever-changing needs.

Check out our gallery of historical photos at holycrossdewitt.org/about

https://www.holycrossdewitt.org/about


Location & Facilities
Come visit us at 4112 East Genesee Street, DeWitt, NY. You will find us located between Paddock Drive and St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Enter through the main center entrance and the sanctuary is located directly in front of you. The church 
sanctuary is open for private prayer Monday - Friday, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. The parish offices are located at the far 
entrance from East Genesee. Look for the signs for “Office.” Parish Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 
AM to 12:00 PM, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.

Our Staff
Fr. John Kurgan Pastor jkurgan@syrdio.org

Fr. Brendan Foley Parochial Vicar bfoley@syrdio.org

Fr. Charles Vavonese Weekend Homilist cvavonese@syrdio.org

Dc. Dare Dutter Deacon dare@holycrossdewitt.org

Bob McCrone School Principal rmccrone@syrdiocese.org

Ernest Camerota Music Ministry ecamerota@holycrossdewitt.org

Brette Cooper Maintenance & Facilities bcooper@holycrossdewitt.org

Josh Corcoran Music, Liturgy, & Communications josh@holycrossdewitt.org

Dan Littlepage Technology & Communications dan@holycrossdewitt.org

Leigh Marquis Finance & HR leigh@holycrossdewitt.org

Steve Nepil Faith Formation & Youth Ministry steve@holycrossdewitt.org

Peg Olson Office Manager peg@holycrossdewitt.org

Julie Sheridan Faith Formation & Safe Environment julie@holycrossdewitt.org

Matt Stano Maintenance & Facilities mstano@holycrossdewitt.org
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DAILY MASS WEEKEND MASSES

Monday - Friday, 7:45 AM 4:00 PM Vigil Saturday

Saturday, 9:00 AM 7:30 AM Sunday

10:30 AM Sunday

5:00 PM Sunday

Mass at Holy Cross
We invite you to join us for Mass at Holy Cross! Monday through Friday join us at 7:45 AM and Saturday at 9:00 
AM for Daily Mass. Our Sunday liturgies begin with a vigil Mass at 4:00 PM on Saturday evening. On Sunday, we 
offer three Masses: an early 7:30 AM Mass, a 10:30 AM Mass with worship led by our music director at the helm of 
our pipe organ, and an evening Mass at 5:00 PM with peaceful piano music led by our worship leader. While there is 
no formal dress code at Holy Cross, many members choose to wear clothing that is business casual or casual dressy to 
remind themselves of the sacred liturgy in which they participate. If it’s your first time with us, please introduce yourself 

to the priest or deacon following Mass.

Join us from Home!
Mass is live streamed every day. Find readings, reflections, and more at 
holycrossdewitt.org/live — nourishment for each day’s journey.

Join us for Mass from wherever you are! Daily Mass live stream from Holy 
Cross Church in Dewitt, NY is every Monday-Friday at 7:45 AM ET and 
Saturday at 9:00 AM ET. Sunday Mass is live during our Vigil Mass on 
Saturday evening at 4:00 PM ET. Join us live or watch on demand anytime 
after the stream ends.

“When we receive Holy Communion, we experience something 
extraordinary – a joy, a fragrance, a well-being that thrills the 

whole body and causes it to exalt.”
–  S A I N T  J O H N  V I A N N E Y

ADORATION
Wednesdays, 7–8 PM

RECONCILIATION
Wednesdays, 7–8 PM
Saturdays, 3–3:30 PM

https://www.holycrossdewitt.org/live


Liturgical Ministries
Do you love to sing or play music? Serve and care for others?  We’d love to have you involved in one of our weekend 
ministries! We are always looking for choir members, cantors, musicians, altar servers, Eucharsitic ministers, and lectors. 
If you are interested in any of these ministires, please reach out to the parish office at (315) 446-0473.

Music Ministry
It has been said that when you sing, you pray twice! This is how we feel in music 
ministry at Holy Cross. Singing at Mass is rewarding and uplifting for both the 
choir member and the parishioners sitting in the pews.

Altar Servers
Altar servers assist with the preparation and execution of the Mass. Any 
student who has received their First Communion is eligible to be on our Altar 
Server team. It’s a great opportunity for youth to enter into the depths and 
reverent celebration of the Mass. 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors
Lectors read aloud the Sacred Scriptures during Liturgy of the Word, and Eucharistic Ministers assist in the distribution 
of Holy Communion during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. If you are interested in learning more about lectoring or 
being a lay minister of the Eucharist, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Even if you’ve never done it before, we 
will happily train and support you in the responsibilities. Volunteers are usually scheduled about once per month 
depending on their availability.

“Be still and know that I am God.”
-  P S A L M  4 6 : 11

Holy Hour
Every Wednesday evening the parish community has Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament available in the main 
church from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. This is a great opportunity during the week to spend some quiet time in the 
presence of the Lord. Priests are also available during this time to hear confessions. 

Sacraments
“Christ instituted the sacraments of the new law. There are seven: Baptism, 
Confirmation, the Eucharist, Penance, the Anointing of the Sick, Holy 
Orders and Matrimony. The seven sacraments touch all the stages and all 
the important moments of Christian life: they give birth and increase, healing 
and mission to the Christian’s life of faith...” — CCC 1210

 † To learn more about preparation for the sacraments, 
 visit holycrossdewitt.org/sacraments.

https://www.holycrossdewitt.org/sacraments


Youth & Families
Holy Cross offers Faith Formation programming for youth from first to twelfth grade, and Youth Ministry programs 
for middle & high school students. Faith Formation is offered from October through May one day a week before 
school. Whereas Faith Formation forms the intellect (“You cannot love what you do not know.”), Youth Ministry is 
ordered toward moving the heart. Using events that are relaxed and welcoming (including 
games, skits, talks, and discipleship groups), Youth Ministry builds on the intellectual 
foundation received in Faith Formation to bring them to a personal encounter 
with God who loves them profoundly. 

 † To learn more, visit holycrossdewitt.org/youth 

Contact Julie Sheridan (Grades 1-4) at julie@holycrossdewitt.org
and Steve Nepil  (Grades 5-12) at steve@holycrossdewitt.org

Outreach
Faith In Action Ministry at Holy Cross provides an opportunity for parishioners to 
encounter and serve those on the margins in our city. We seek to acknowledge the humanity of each person and 
see the face of Jesus in the homeless, the hungry, the imprisoned, the oppressed, or the refugee. We work with 
organizations actively changing lives all over Syracuse. Not only do we move to the margins in our city, but we also 
seek to serve our own neighbors in need. Through Neighbors Helping Neighbors, an email list of willing parishioners 
is ready to help at the notice of a need. Our hope is that you will partner with us in putting our faith to work for our 
friends in need. Visit holycrossdewitt.org/outreach to learn more about or participate in our upcoming outreach 
opportunities. 

“For it is in giving that we receive.”
-  S T .  F R A N C I S  O F  A S S I S I

Giving
We are so encouraged by all of the ways that you respond to God’s faithfulness and share your gifts. Financial gifts are 
incredible acts of service that allow us to continue our mission to our community and the world. Registered members 
receive monthly envelopes to help organize and categorize donations. If you would prefer, we offer secure, online 
giving that allows you to keep track of your giving and reduces overhead and administrative costs. To learn more and 

begin giving online visit, holycrossdewitt.org/give.

Becoming Catholic
In order to help those interested in the Catholic faith find answers and discern whether they are ready to join the 
faith, the Church has designed a helpful process called RCIA. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
journey by which adults learn and experience the Catholic faith. The RCIA journey is designed for all people looking 
for answers about the Catholic faith. If you would like to know more or know someone that may be interested, please 
visit our website at holycrossdewitt.org/rcia or call the parish office.
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HOLY CROSS SCHOOL
Educated Minds • Faith-Filled Hearts
Holy Cross School is a private, Pre-K through 6th grade Catholic educational community 
associated with Holy Cross Parish in Dewitt, New York and part of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Syracuse. At Holy Cross School, our students get a superior education in an innovative learning 
institution that produces outstanding overall academic performance year after year. They also learn 
lifelong values that never change including faith, service, honesty, courtesy, and compassion. Since 
family is a key value, we also offer flexible hours for busy parents with before and after school 
programs, are conveniently located, and foster a safe environment for children.

Nationally accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary Schools. To learn more or 
schedule a tour, visit the school’s website at www.hcschooldewitt.org or call them at (315) 446-4890.

“We are a community of Catholics who draw our strength from the celebration of the Eucharist, so that Christ may live in 
us and we may express the values He taught by our loving service to family, neighbor and society.”

-  H O L Y  C R O S S  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

Community
We invite you to get connected with our Holy Cross family. There are many 
opportunities for all walks of life. Here are just a few ways to get connected 
with our community. 

Special Events
Events and special activities throughout the year help connect 
our parishioners and build community with one another. Events 
include festivities like our Fall Festival, Breakfast with Santa, and 
Parish Picnic. These events are always open to all, and we invite 
you to use them as an opportunity to deepen your friendships, 
meet new people, and invite others into our community. We also 
provide unique experiences for our youth like retreats, pilgrimages, 
vacation bible schools, and youth conferences. Visit our website to 
see what’s coming up next!

https://hcschooldewitt.org
tel:3154464890


Connect
Adult Bible Studies
Throughout the year, there are groups of adults in our parish who get together on a regular basis for Bible study 
programs. On Sunday mornings our Adult Ministry comes together downstairs in Rooms 12 & 13 for fellowship and 
scripture study. All are welcome to join! No registration necessary. Other bible studies meet on a rotating basis. To get 
updated when new studies start, sign up for our weekly newsletter at holycrossdewitt.org/subscribe.

Senior Social Activities
We have a variety of regularly scheduled activities for seniors. The last Tuesday of each month is our Monthly Movie. 
Coffee and Conversation is a monthly gathering of fellowship, coffee, and lunch. Our knitting group meets bi-weekly. 
Check the church newsletter to find out more about these groups and the next time they meet. All are welcome!

Rosary Prayer Group
Most mornings after Daily Mass, a group gathers in the church or in the front 
circle to pray the Rosary. It is informal and open to anyone who would like to 
pray.

Follow Along
We are so glad you are connected to our community! To get the latest 
news, photos and stories, follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 
(@holycrossdewitt). Subscribe to our weekly newsletters to get all of the 
latest content delivered right to your inbox. 

 † Visit us online at holycrossdewitt.org/subscribe to connect! 

“We love because he first loved us.”
-  1  J O H N  4 : 1 9

@holycrossdewit t
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